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Abstract

This study is of great importance because it focuses on a specia stratum in the society
who did not have adequate attention from researchers in the field of psychologies and
mental health.
The study aimed to explore the Relationship between Parenting styles and behavioral
disorders among children with mental disability who are capable to learn. Also, the
study aimed to identify the differences in parenting styles and behavioral disorders in
relation to some variables (gender, age, educational level of parents, family size,
income and age when discovering the disability).
The sample of the study consisted of 200 individuals with mild mental disability (104
males and 96 females) who were enrolled in institutions for children with special
needs.
Instruments of the study: the researcher prepared the following questionnaires;

- Behavioral disorders scale.

- Parenting styles scale
To get the results, the researcher used frequencies, percentage, means, (t) test, Pearson
correlation test and One Way ANOVA.
Results of the study:

- There was arelationship between parenting styles and behavioral disorders.

- There were no significant differences between parentsin using parenting styles.

- Behavioral disorders prevalence was up to 60% among study participants.

- There were no significant differences in parenting styles in relation to child age
except in the power assertion in favor of mothers.

- There were significant differences in parenting styles related to fathers level of
education, but differences were not significant among mothers.

- Parents in families with moderate income (1000 — 1500 1S) were using power
assertion and love withdrawal more than parents in families with lower and
higher income.

- There were no significant differences in behavioral disorders related to gender,
family size and child order.

- Behavioral disorders were higher among children whose disability was
discovered after age of three years.

- Behavioral disorders were higher among children who live in families with 1000
— 1500 IS monthly income.

- Behavioral disorders were higher among children with acquired mental disability
compared to those with inherited disability.
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