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Abstract

Abstract

Title of the study: The current utilization of blended learning in the teaching of
natural sciences in secondary schools: perspectives of educational supervisors and
teachers of sciences in Qassim region

This study aims to investigate the perceptions of teachers of sciences (Biology,
Chemistry, and Physics) regarding the importance and the utilization of blended
learning in the secondary schools in Qassim region, Saudi Arabia. Also, it the study
attempts to find out to what extent the necessary equipment and tools for
implementing blended learning are available, as well as what the barriers of utilizing
blended learning in teaching. This study has adopted the descriptive approach. A
guestionnaire is administered to 200 educational supervisors and teachers. Data are
analyzed quantitatively using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).
Descriptive data including percentages and averages are presented. Also, inferential
data are presented using standard deviations, analysis of variance, t-test and
correlation coefficient of Pearson and Cronbach's alpha. The results show that there is
a high agreement among supervisors and teachers regarding the importance of the
utilization of blended learning. However, all participants agree to some extent that it is
currently utilized. Also, the results also show that while there is a moderate degree of
agreement among teachers that the equipment and materials required to implement
blended learning are available, there is a low degree of agreement among supervisors
regarding this issue. In addition, while teachers think to a great extent that there are
obstacles to utilize blended learning in secondary schools, supervisors think that these
are existed to some extent. The results show that there are no significant differences
between the responses of the study sample with respect the importance of the
utilization of blended learning, the equipment used to implement it as well as the
obstacles to utilizing it in four variables: qualification, specialization, the nature of
work and years of experience. However, there are significant differences between the
responses of the study sample with respect to the degree of utilization of blended
learning in two variables: qualification for those who have hold bachelor degree, and
the nature of the work for those who are teachers. .

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher recommends the following:

1 -developing of the current curriculum to meet the requirements of blended learning.
This can be done through establishing a committee that consists of specialists in the
areas of education and computer.

2 -increasing financial aid and other kind of supports for secondary schools to move
from traditional education to blended learning .

3 -providing and running training programs for teachers on the use of computers and
the Internet.

4 -providing ongoing network technical support and maintenance.
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