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Abstract

The Attitudes of Jordanian Journalists Towards the Code of
Ethics

Prepared by:
Mohammed Hussein Abu Arqoub

Supervised by:
Professor Dr Issam Suleiman Al-Mousa

The goal of this study is to understand the various attitudes of Jordanian
journalists towards the code of ethics that is issued by the Jordanian Press
Association. More specifically this study will focus on the relations
between the code itself and the Press and Publications Law number 8 for
1998 and its amendments. The methodology employed for this study is
the descriptive scientific methodology through field survey.

This study will review the attitudes of working Jordanian journalists who
are officially registered in the journalists' union. Because of the large size
of the journalists a random selection was chosen consisting of 50% of the
registered journalists who are working in the four Arabic language
dailies: Al Rai, Ad Dustour, Al Ghad and Al Arab al Yawm. The random
selection was done using the official registrar of the journalists union.

The study has shown that the vast majority of journalists (91.4%) have
previously seen or reviewed the Press and Publications Law number 8 for
1998 and its amendments. The majority (87.8%) have stated that they
have seen the code of ethics issued by the journalists union. Most of the
journalists (72,7%) have participated in training workshops relevant to
press laws and codes of ethics.

Despite this, the study has shown a clear split in the attitudes of
journalists towards paragraph " s " of clause 7 of the Press and
Publications Law which deals with the mandatory membership in the
union as part of Jordanian law. Less than a half (45.3%) support this

clause while one fifth (20.1) opposed it.

Three quarters (74.1%) of those surveyed support the linkages between
the code of ethics and any law that executive branch of the government of
Jordan places. This result shows a high level of ambiguity by journalist
regarding the code of ethics.



The survey shown another split regarding the present code of ethics.

A fourth (36.6%) call for amending the code of ethics while another
quarter (28.1%) say that there is no need to amend the code. Less than
half (45.3%) preferred not to give an opinion on this issue. A little more
than a third of those journalists surveyed(38.8%) believe that the code of
ethics should be an alternative to the Press and Publication Law while
almost half (47.5%) oppose that.

Despite the fact that most journalists (72.7%) said that they participated
in training workshops in connection to media ethics, most expressed clear
signs of lack of knowledge towards the code and its relationship with the
Press Law. This calls for the need to give priority to explaining this
relationship much better to the majority of journalists who are members
of the Press Association. The study also recommended the need to have
journalists participate in a general discussion about journalists's codes of
ethics, with emphasis on the need to hear different points of view of
journalist regarding some of the causes of this code, especially those that
are connected to the Press and Publications Law.

The study also showed that journalists with long experience in the
profession had much clearer attitudes towards the code of ethics in
comparison to some of their newer colleagues. The study has therefore
recommended that newspapers increase training efforts to some of the
newer journalists of the age groups between 20-30 years old.
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