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Abstract

Jerusalem had an important role in the scientific movement during
history. It had a big effect not only in Palestine, but also in the Islamic

world in general. This movement related to Al- Agsa Mosque the first

(Quiblla) and the third sacred mosque in the world.

It became the main destination of the students and teachers from all

around the Islamic world. It also became the most important place for

caliphs and princes to look after.

The crusaders invasion of the area stopped that movement for

decades but that continued when Salah Al-Din librated it in 585/1187 after

the Omari turn out.

There is no doubt that Salah Al-Din realized what had happened to
Jerusalem and the cultural movement during the Fatimed dominance which

1s shiite and the crusader occupation. Jerusalem returned back to its natural

position and that needed activating the cultural movement in it.

To do so, Salah Al-Din began to set up Al-Salaheia School in
588/1992 in the North — East corner of Al-Agsa Mosque in the place of the

house which Yokaim and Hana (the parents of Mary) were lived. It was
called as (sandahana) church before Islam came.

b



Al-Salaheia had an important role in the cultural life. We can notice
that in its system of teaching. We noticed that its teachers (Sheikhs) related
to the Sultan. These jobs were very important in the Islamic kingdom. Its

teachers (Sheikhs) were also given a very important economic and social

positions.

Sultan Salah Al-Din didn’t forget to provide the school with the
necessary financial support in order to develop it. He supported it with (Al-
Awqaf) which enables it to work well. From these “Awqaf”, Silwan
village, Al-Qastal, the jewish cemetery, Bostan Al-Jorah, Haret Al-
magharbeh, Bostan bab Hetta, 89 shops in Al-Quttaneen market and other

shops in Bab-Hetta and Hammam Al-Asbat and others. All this to enable

this school to play its role.

The syllabus of this school also showed its high level. It contained

science, languages, religion. After that it contained Al-Hadith and the

helping sciences which are related to life affairs.

As a result, students joined it from all over the Islamic world.

Students were given scientific degrees and many of its students became

teachers and then (Sheikhs).

The government of France asked Sultan Abed Al-Hameed to give it
the school to turn it to a church again as a price of the backside which the

government gives to the Ottomans in the Crimea war. The Ottomans agreed

and they began to rebuild the church.



At the beginning of the world war 1, Jamal Basha changed the school
to a collage and called it Salah Al-Din college.

Jamal Basha put a new system for the college. This system limits the

subjects that this college will teach and the period of learning and also the

stages and the acceptance in this college.

The college contained its role till the English came in 1338/1917 and

took it. They also opened The Acliric School which is known as the Church

of Sant Ann or Sant Maria.

As a result of this role which is led by Jerusalem in the cultural
movement — since its liberation by Salah Al-Din — to the British occupation
in 1336/1918, when they chose the school to be the field of research and

study from its establishment to the absence of the Ottomans in 1339/1918

under the name of Al-Salaheia School in Jerusalem.





